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ETHAN MCGORY, RLA 
143 Tibet Road 
Columbus, OH 43202 
614-361-4688 
mcgory.4@osu.edu, gardens@ethanmcgory.com 
 

EDUCATION 
M.A. Ohio State University, Knowlton School of Architecture, Columbus, OH June 2012  
 Landscape Architecture, University Fellow 
 
 Thesis: Perceptions of Constructed Native Landscapes: A Case Study of Scioto Audubon Metro Park 
  Advisor: Jesus Lara, PhD 
  Committee: Deborah Georg, ASLA 
 
B.A. Denison University, Granville, OH April 2006 
 Music Performance, cum laude 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS 
 ONLA Merit Award – The Carmon Residence 2017 
 Inclusion in CLA Garden Tour – The Carmon Residence 2017  
 Summer Scholar Research Grant Recipient, Denison University 2005 

 Organizational and Operational Handbook for the Helping Hands Garden of Hope Community Garden 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

Lead Instructor Advanced Planting Design Seminar (LARCH 4410/7410) Summer 2019 – Present 
  Department of Landscape Architecture 
  The Ohio State University 

▪ Developed course on landscape construction and detailing including hands on building of 
landscape details and field trips to investigate failing existing construction. 

 
Instructor Junior Design Studio Spring 2020  
  Department of Landscape Architecture 
  The Ohio State University 

▪ Taught course on site masterplanning and landscape construction detail development 
 
Lead Instructor Advanced Planting Design Seminar (LARCH 4410/7410) Summer 2018 – Present 
  Department of Landscape Architecture 
  The Ohio State University 

▪ Developed course on planting design and representation, including field trips and hand 
on planting installation and maintenance 
 

Instructor Senior Design Studio Fall 2018, 2019 
  Department of Landscape Architecture 
  The Ohio State University 

▪ Taught course on developing master plan for Waterman Research Farm at OSU main 
campus 
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▪ Course involved extensive interviews with researchers and other stakeholders.  Students 
worked in groups to develop and present professional grade proposals 
 

Instructor Sophomore Design Studio (LARCH 2930) Spring 2018 – Present 
  Department of Landscape Architecture 
  The Ohio State University 

▪ Taught course on designing in and with existing ecosytems 
 
Instructor Landscape Technologies, Ecotech 2 (LARCH 3440/6440) Spring 2016 – Present 
  Department of Landscape Architecture 
  The Ohio State University 

▪ Developed course assignments and lectures on planting design, and construction details. 
 
Instructor Landscape Technologies, Ecotech 1 (LARCH 2420/6420) Spring 2015 – Present 
  Department of Landscape Architecture 
  The Ohio State University 

▪ Developed course material on planting design, analysis and plant identification 
▪ Coordinate on-campus and regional plant identification walks/lectures 

 
Instructor Introduction to Design (ARCH/LARCH 2310) Spring 2013 – Present 
  Department of Architecture/Department of Landscape Architecture 
  The Ohio State University 

▪ Teach introductory course on design in architecture and landscape architecture 
▪ Supervise graduate teaching assistants for course 
▪ Coordinate mid-semester and end of semester reviews with faculty and professionals 
▪ Develop assignments, in class exercises and assessments for course 

 
Instructor Landscape Technologies, Workshop II (LARCH 2420) Spring 2013 – 2016 
  Department of Landscape Architecture 
  The Ohio State University 

▪ Co-taught course on development of construction documents and details 
▪ Developed learning assessments for drafting assignments 
▪ Managed drafting templates and developed and led Autocad tutorials 

  
Instructor Autocad Drafting for Landscape Architecture Spring 2013 
  Oakland Design Associates 

▪ Developed and taught course on Autocad drafting for experienced landscape architects 
 
Graduate Making and Meaning of the American Landscape Winter 2011 – Spring 2012 
Teaching Department of Landscape Architecture 
Assistant The Ohio State University 

▪ Led one to two classes of twenty to thirty students each semester in intensive research 
and writing course 

▪ Led students in development of semester long research paper  
  
Graduate Design Studio II Fall 2010 
Teaching Department of Landscape Architecture 
Assistant The Ohio State University 

▪ Guided student development of studio project 
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▪ Provided feedback in in-class and public review sessions 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Owner  Ethan McGory Garden Design & Landscape Architecture October 2018 – Present 

▪ Design gardens and landscapes for residential, commercial and religious clients 
▪ Coordinate projects with clients, municipalities, surveyors and civil and structural 

engineers 
▪ Conduct client interviews, set programs, 
▪ Develop material plans, grading plans, planting plans, and construction details 
▪ Oversee construction of landscape projects 
▪ Manage business communications and marketing 

 
Landscape Architect Oakland Design Associates, Columbus, Ohio February 2013 – October 2018 

▪ Design and oversee installation of $250,000 each year landscape projects  
▪ Conduct site analysis and client interviews to aid in the development of landscape plans 
▪ Procure materials for projects from local nurseries and landscape supply companies 
▪ Present projects to review boards and permitting offices for approval 
▪ Meet on-site with construction crews  to work through construction issues 
▪ Conduct client meetings and final walkthroughs of projects to ensure client satisfaction 
▪ Designed and oversaw installation of rain garden partially funded by Franklin Soil and 

Water Conservation District 
▪ Designed educational butterfly garden funded by Scioto Audubon Metro Park 
▪ Designed Prayer Garden for historic Second Baptist Church in Columbus, Ohio 
▪ Won ONLA Merit Award for Carmon Residence Project 
▪ Designed and oversaw installation of outdoor learning environment and food garden for 

Linden Park Early Childhood Learning Center 
▪ Worked with food education non-profit Local Matters to design a food and pollinator 

garden for Moler Elementary. 
 
Owner  McGory Landscape and Construction, Columbus, OH June 2012 – February 2013 

▪ Designed, estimated and installed landscape and carpentry projects including decks and 
pergolas, rain gardens, fences, and softscapes. 

 
Design Intern  Metro Parks of Central Ohio Summer 2010 

▪ Developed and presented concepts for Walnut Woods Metro Park 
▪ Assisted in public comment meetings for new metro park 
▪ Developed plans for repair of play areas 
▪ Assisted head of mapping department in collecting GPS data 
▪ Assisted selection committee in review of architects for new nature center at Scioto 

Darby Metro Park 
▪ Revised construction documents as directed by lead landscape architects 

 
Farm Crew  Gravel Knolls Organic Farm, Cincinnati, Ohio Spring and Summer 2009 

▪ Assisted in planting, harvesting, delivery and sales operations of organic farm 
▪ Managed cut-flower division of farm operation including selection of varieties, 

production, growing and sales 
Crew Member  Perrino Landscape, Cincinnati, Ohio  Summer 2008 
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▪ Installed landscape projects including hardscape, lighting, and drainage 
 

Carpenter  Cleary Company, Columbus, Ohio 2006-2008 
▪ Constructed residential remodeling projects including, building additions, kitchens, 

bathrooms and decks 
▪ Attended certified lead carpenter training courses 

 

PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT AND MEMBERSHIP 
 University Center for the Advancement of Teaching Course Design Institute 2018 
 Registered landscape architect in the state of Ohio 2017 to present 
 Second Year Transformational Experience Program (STEP) Mentor 2017 
 Knowlton Hall roof garden renovations 2017 
 Planned Renovations for Knowlton School of Architecture South Gardens 2015 
 American Society of Landscape Architects Council on Education, Council Member 2015/2016 
 American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) 2015 to present 
 Ohio Chapter of American Society of Landscape Architects (OCASLA) 2015 to present 
  
 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
“Student and Practitioner Beliefs on Skills Necessary to be a Successful Designer” (In Review), Council of 
Educators in Landsacpe Architecture, Utah State University, UT, March 2016 
 
“Design Education and the Brain: The Strengths Focused Studio”, Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture, 
Kansas State University, March 2015 
 
“Being a Landscape Architect” Career Express Program, OSU Newark, OSU/COTC February 2017 
 

COMPETITION SUBMISSIONS 
Garden of Nothing, Jardins de Metis International Garden Festival, 2019 
Patchwork, Jardins de Metis International Garden Festival, 2018 
The Rules are Up to You, Jardins de Metis International Garden Festival, 2017 
Butterfly Garden, Jardins de Metis International Garden Festival, 2015 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
Professional garden project published in Private Gardens: Design Secrets to Creating Beautiful Outdoor Living 
Spaces. Published by Images Publishing, 2019 

 
NOTABLE DESIGN PROJECTS 
Reid Residence, Design for garden and constructed prairie, 2020 
Barrett Whitlow Residence, Historic German Village Home, 2020 
Penzone Residence, 2020 
Lebold Residence, 2020 
Hammock Altneu Roof Garden, 2019 
Gleason Best Residence, 2019 
CoHatch Dublin coworking courtyard and landscape, 2020 
Byrdy Residence in conjunction with Lai Architects, 2019 



5  Ethan McGory, RLA 

Weaver Residence Garden, Chicago, IL, 2018 
Grant Park Homeowners Association, 2018 
Mother Angeline McCoury Manor, 2018 
Reiber Residence expansion, 2018 
Cleary Residence Courtyard, 2017-2018 
Bush Residence, 2017-2018 
Reiber Residence, 2015-2018 
Moler Elementary Food and Pollinator Garden, 2017 
Cramer Residence, 2015-2017 
Carmon Residence, 2015-2017, awarded ONLA merit award 
Second Baptist Church, Columbus, Ohio, Prayer Garden, 2016 
Leenstra Residence, Historic Farm Site on National Resister of Historic Places, 2016 
Cadwell-Murphy Backyard Renovation, Design and Construction, 2012 
 


